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Statement on the Introduction of the 
Electric Transmission Customer Protection Act

Washington—The Coalition for Fair Transmission Policy today commended Senators Bob Corker (R-TN), Ron Wyden (D-OR), Lisa Murkowski (R-AK), Richard Burr (R-NC), and Lindsey Graham (R-SC), for initiating a bipartisan legislative effort that addresses important transmission cost allocation issues. We look forward to working with these policy leaders to develop a proposal that will meet the needs of electric customers and citizens across the country. 

The Coalition supports legislative and regulatory policies that will lead to development of the nation’s transmission systems and clean generation resources in a cost-effective manner for electric customers. “Beneficiary pays” remains a bedrock principle of any equitable cost allocation formula for new transmission. 

Specifically, the Coalition believes that costs for new transmission investments required to meet NERC reliability standards must be allocated to the planning area(s) where the investments are required to meet the standards. Costs for new transmission investments not otherwise required to meet NERC reliability standards must be allocated to the parties (generation and/or load) in a manner that clearly aligns cost responsibility with cost causation. 

Socializing the costs of transmission lines to access remote renewable resources amounts to an expensive subsidy for some renewable energy developers that distorts the marketplace, and ultimately results in higher electricity prices for everyone.   

The Coalition’s nine members are CMS Energy Corporation, Consolidated Edison, Inc., DTE Energy Company, Northeast Utilities, Progress Energy Inc., Public Service Enterprise Group, SCANA Corporation, Southern Company and United Illuminating Company. More than 28 percent of U.S. electric customers, representing 26 states, are served by utilities and companies which are either formal members of the Coalition or are on record supporting the group's goals.

For more information, visit the Coalition’s Web site, www.fairtransmission.org. 
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